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~ 'Beret Admits

- Killing Agent
|On CIA Order

BLOOMFIELD, N. J., April
'3 (AP) — Robert F. Marasco,
1a former captain in the U. S.

Special Forces in Vietnam,
_ |said tonight he shot and kill-
" led a South Vietnamese double
agent two years ago — a slay-
ing he and others were ac-
cused of but never tried for.

: The execution was carried
out at the behest of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and
with the knowledge of “our

\Vchain of command,” Marasco

| said.

| He said he shot the man
twice in the head and, with
two other officers, put him

1into a weighted sack and dump-

"led him from a boat into the
South China Sea on June 20,

11969. :

- Marasco said in a telephone
“|interview that he came for-

< lward now, at the risk of pros--

.. -|lecution” for murder, because -

lof his anger over the court-

- |martial of Lt. William 1. Cal- .

“1ley Jr. .

| He said he kifled the agent

Ibecanse “of orders that were .

given to me—orders that ‘1T

‘| felt were legal orders.”

Marasco and seven others,

‘|including the Green Berets'

commander -in Vietnam, Col. |

Robert B. Rheault, were ac-!’

\cused by the Army of the

‘|slaying. The Army later drop-

" |so because it was told that thel:
“1CIA would not permit any
1 of its men to testify at a trial.
.| Marasco, now 29, and in the}
“|insurance business, left the}
.|service in October, 1969.
. While out of reach now of
*-\military prosecution, Marasco
. |said, “I'm open to having the
“"|charges brought against me|
. |lagain by civilian authority.
“|That potential was always|
there. There is no statute of:
. |limitatjon.” '
See MARASCO, All, Col. 1

. my responsibility to eliminate

- said Marasco, adding that the

" last expression meant to kill
" Chuyen.

" never explicit, came from a

; ped the charges, saying it did|-

I

“Over the last year and &
half I've wanted to release this
information,” he said. He got
conflicting advice from law-
yers, he said, but decided to

speak because of “the Calley|.

thing.”

“Not Calley himself,” said
Marasco, “but the Calley thing
—all the others who could
follow him. This Calley thing
should be the last one.”

Neither Calley, he said, ncr
any other soldiers should he
made to stand trial for acts
performed under orders and
the necessities of duty.

The agent he killed, Thai
Khac Chuyen, was discovered
to be a double agent when a
captured Vietcong site yielded
a photograph of Chuyen with
a North Vietnamese general;.
Marasco said.

Later, it was determined
that his true allegiance was to
what Marasco identified as
“The Third Force,” a mosily:

. South Vietnamese organiia-

tion striving to set up a Com-
munist-desired coalition gov-.
ernment in Saigon, he said.

“He was my agent and it was:

him with extreme prejudice,”

He said the execution order,|

CIA operative who said: “We

cannot officially sanction it,|-

course of action.”
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Marasco continued: “When'
someone in the CIA says to

- you ‘your best course of action

" is elimination,’

-but elimination is your best|

that means,
‘we approve it.’”

The former captain said he
estimated conservatively that
hundreds of summary execu-
tions were carried out in
South Vietnam, most of them
by a CIA-trained and -financed
Vietnamese assassination squad
called the Provincial Recon-
naissance Unit.

Marasco said Chuyen was
first drugged with morphine
and then put aboard a motor-
boat the night that he shot
him twice in the head with a
.22-caliber gun equipped with
silencer. A mail sack weighted
with chains and tire rims was
his final shroud and he was
pushed over into the sea by
Marasco and two other of-
ficers, Marasco said.

Executing Chuyen, he said,
was a job that had to be done
and he said he was extremecly
resentful that he ever was
charged with the slaying.

{ “Maybe our people have
i learned this Calley thing

i should be the last one,” he

said, “and that’'s why I'm tell
ing this now. My decision
was based on my principles,
nmy love for my country, for
what it stands for and what
it was built for.”
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Ex-Beret Says HeKilled

AgentonOrdersof C.I.A.|

' By JOHN DARNTON
" Rohert F. Marasco, one of the|

‘eight Green Berets who were
lcharged but never tried in the
slaying two years ago of a
South Vietnamese suspected {o
1ave been a double agent, says
bt " shot and killed the man
Libis “oviique yet very, very clear
rders” from the Central Intelli-
ence Agency.

“He was my agent and it was
my responsibility to eliminate
‘him with extreme prejudice,”
Mr. Marasco said in an inter-
view Friday. “Eliminate with
extreme prejudice” is the Spe-
cial Forces’ euphemism for a
killing. :

The <“elimination” was ap-
proved “up and down our chain
of command,” the former Army
captain added. Although he cor-
roborated details of the slaying,
ne refused to divulge the names
of other persons involved.

Mr. Marasco, now 29 years
old and a life insurance sales-
man in Bloomfield, N.J., said

that he was admitfting his com-
‘plicity out of a sense of anger
‘over the conviction of First
Lieut. William L. Calley Jr. on
charges of premeditated mur-
der in the deaths of 22 civilians
at Mylai. -

His statements coincide with
the publication of a novel
called “Court Martial,” written
jointly by Robin Moore, the au-
thor of “The Green Berets,”
and Henry Rothblatt, the attor-
ney who represented several of
the Green Berets arrested in
the alleged Killing.

The novel is said to be a
close rendering of the events
that ded to the arrest of the
Berets, including Col. Robert B.
Rheault, then commander of
of the Army’s 3,000 Special
Forces personnel in Vietnam.
The ‘'élite corps, which special-
izes in counterinsurgency, is
still in existence, but is now
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deployed elsewhere, according
to the Pentagon.

Six of the eight Berets
(charges against to were held

stood trial on charges of mur-
der and conspiracy in October,
1969. But the Army abruptly
dropped the case on Sept. 29,
in a decision reviewed by the

the cooperation of the C.ILA.,
which had refused to provide
witnesses.
The Vietnamese agent was
Thai Khac Chuyen, whose body
was dropped into the South
China Sea off Nhatrang, the
Special Forces headquarters 180
miles north of Saigon. Despite
intensive dredging, it was ap-
parently never recovered.
Mr. Marasco corroborated the
following details, all of which
I:w.ve previously been reported
in the press with unnamed
sources cited.
gMr. Chuyen’s role as a
double agent was discovered
when a raid on a Vietcong camp
turned up a photograph of him
with a high-ranking North Viet-
namese official. He was told he
would be sent on an important
mission and instead was held in
solitary confinement, where he
compromised himself through
lie detector tests and sodium
pentathol (truth serum).
qHe was first drugged with
marphine and then killed by Mr.
Marasco in a motorboat with
two shots to the head from a
.22-caliber pistol. equipped with
a silencer (which jammed be-
tween shots). His body was
tossed overboard in a mail sack
weighted with chains and tire
]t;lmi b}f,l" lﬁl;e three officers in the
oat. is was on

oas June 20,
€A cover story was fabri-
cated in which a Japanese-
American fitting Mr. Chuyen’s
description was sent on an air-
supported “secret mission” near

in abeyance) were to haveI

Nixon Administration, on the
ground that it could not enlist,
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yrhe question of what to do|
with Mr. ‘Chuyen led to meet-|
ings between Green Beret offi-]
cers and C.IA. cofficials. Thel
CIA. in Saigon finally sent af
message reading ‘return agenty
to duty” and warning of “flap
potential.” The message, how- |
ever, arrived after his death.
Mr. Marasco said Mr. Chuyen|'
was a “principal agent,”iwvhose
function was to hire, train, pay
jand coordinate sub-agents on
intelligence missions.. He re-
1fused to give the ultimate aim
of the missions and referred
the question to a “fact sheet”
drawn up by Mr. Moore to pub-
i Nicize his new novel. The “fact
i |sheet” is based on a transcript
i lof the -“pre-trial” hearings of
| ‘the case. o

[ The “fact:sheel” stated that
Mr. Chuyen had béen involved

'in a secret Speciul Forces unit
known as B-57, whose goal was
to pick military tergets in Cam-
‘bodia for a projected incursion
by United States and South
Vietnamese forces and to train
3,000 Cambodian troops to
guard the country from Com-
munism should Prince Norodom
Sihanouk be deposed.

In reality, Mr. Marasco stated,
Mr. Chuyen was a triple-agent,
whose real allegiance was to
ian organization led by Gen.
Duong Van Minh. The success
of this group, which was striv-
ing for a, coaliticn government,
‘would have led 1o *“Communist
.control” and “massive exter-
mination,” Mr. Marasco assert-

When the charges against
the Berets were dropped, the
Secretary of the Army, Stanley
R. Resor, said ;hat the C.ILA.
was “not directly involved in
he alleged incicent.”

But Mr. Marasco maintains
that a vaguely-worded execu-
tion order was rassed on to his
superior officers in Saigon by
a “C.LA. operative whose cover
was a lieutenant-colonel, United
States Army.” He quoted the
wording as: “We cannot offi-
cially sanction it, but elimina-
tion is your Dbest course of
ction.”

“The C.JI.A. does not give
written orders,” Mr. Marasco
said. “When someone in the
C.LA. says to you . . . ‘your
best course of action is elimi-
nation’ that rneans ‘we ap-
prove it’”

the Cambodian border.

Mr. Marasco claimed there

had been “hundreds” — “and;

I'm being conservative” — of
summary executions in South
Vietnam. Most, he said, were
carried out by the Provincial
Reconnaissance Unit, which he

desgribe £ sassination
{CIR-RBETaB80256
“trained, financed and equip-
ped by the C. 1. A” But others

'were carried out by American
“advisérs,” he said.

Mr. Marasco tesigned ffrom
the Army on Oct. 14, 1969, and
shortly thereafter was injured
in a car, collision in New Jersey
that kept him op a hospital crit-
ical list for 10 days.

Because he is no longer in the
Army, he is not subject to
court-martial. Previously, he has
made guarded statements on the,
killing, but has never before ad-
mitted it. He said he is receiv-
ing no money from the nove‘:i
“Court Martial.” !

Did he regret his actions?
“No,” he said. “I felt that it was
my duty. Anything I did in mil-
itary duty in Vietnam was with
the biggest patriotic motives. 1
never wake up in the middle of
the night screamig.” :

L " The New York Times
. Robert F. Marasco
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Former Green Beret Captain

BLOOMFIELD, N.J. (AP) —
Robert F. Marasco, a former
captain in the TU.S. Special
Forces in Vietnam, said last
night he shot and killed a South
Vietnamese friple agent two
years ago — a slaying he and
others were accused of but were
never brought to trial for.

The execution was carried out
at the behest of the Central In-
telligence Agency and with the
knowledge of “our chain of com-
mand,” Marasco said.

He said he shot the man twice
in the head and, with two other
officers, put him into a weighted
sack and dumped him from a
boat into the South China Sea on
June 20, 1969.

Marasco said he came for-
ward now, at the risk of prose-
cution for murder, because of
his anger over the court-martial
of Lt. William L. Calley Jr.

He said he killed the agent
because ‘‘of orders that were
given to me — orders that I felt
were legal orders.”

Marasco and seven others, in-
cluding the Green Beret’s com-
mander in Vietnam, Col. Robert
B. Rheault, were accused by the
Army of the slaying. The Army
later dropped the charges, say-
ing it did so because it was told
the CIA would not permit any of
its men to testify at a trail.

Marasco, now 29 and in the
insurance business, left the serv-
ice in October 1939.

While out of reach now of

. miletary prosecution, Marasco

said, “I'm open to having the
charges brought against me

CAPT. ROBERT F. MARASCO

again by civilian authority. That
potential was always there.
There is no statute of limitation.

“QOver the last year and a half
T've wanted to release this infor-
mation.”

He got conflicting advice from:
lawyers, he said, but decided to
speak because of “the Calley
thing.”

“Not Calley himself,” said
Marasco, “but ‘the Calley thing'
— all the others who could fol-
low him. This Calley thing
should be the last one.”

Neither Calley, he said, nor

made to stand trial for acts per-
formed under orders and the ne-
cessities of duty.

The agent he killed, Thai Khac
Chuyen, was discovered to be a
doubie agent when a captured
Viet Cong site yielded a photo-
graph of Chuyen with a North
Jlgttl:namese general, Marasco
aid.
~ Later, it was defermined thet
1is true allegience was to what
Vlarasco identified as “‘the Third
Torce,” a mostly South Viel-
1amese organization striving to
set up a Communist-desired coir-
dition government In Saigon, ke
said.

“He was my agent and it was
my responsibility to eliminale
him with extreme prejudice,”
which meant to kill Chuyen,
Marasco said.

perative who said: “We cannat',
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any other soldiers, should bej,

officially sanction it, but elimi-
nation is your best course of
action.”

Marasco continued: “When
someone in-the CIA says to you,
‘Your best course of action is

elimination,” that means, ‘we ap-| .

prove it.’ ”

The former captain said he
estimated conservatively that
hundreds of summary execu-
tions were carried out in South
Vietnam, most of them by a Vi-
etnamese assassination squad
called the Provincial Recon-
naissance Unit that was trained
and financed by the CIA.

Marasco said Chuyen was first
drugged with morphine and then
put aboard a motorboat the
night that he shot him twice in
the head with a .22-caliber gun
equipped with sitencer. A mail
sack weighted with chains and
tire rims was his final shroud
and he was pushed over into the
sea by Marasco and two other
officers, Marasco said.

Executing Chuyen, he said,
was a job that had to be done.
He said he was extremely re-
sentful that he ever was charged
with the slaying.

“Maybe our people have

be the last one,” he said, “‘and

my principles, my love for my
country, for what it stands for
and for what it was built for.”
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learned this Calley thing should ji

that’'s why I'm telling this now.
“My decision was based on;
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